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About the University: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith is a Public University located in Varanasi or Benaras, 

Uttar Pradesh, India. Established in 1921 as Kashi Vidyapith and later renamed, it is 
administered under the state legislature of the government of Uttar Pradesh. The university has 
more than 350+ affiliated colleges spread over Three Districts (Varanasi, Chandauli, Bhadohi,). 
It is one of the largest State Universities in Uttar Pradesh, with hundreds of thousands of 
students, both rural and urban. It offers a range of Professional and Academic courses in Arts, 
Science, Commerce, Law, Computing and Management. Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith has 
earned B+ status from the National Assessment and Accreditation Council. 

Babu Shiv Prasad Gupta and Bhagwan Das established the university in Varanasi, on 10 
February 1921, during the non -cooperation movement of the freedom struggle. Originally 
named Kashi Vidyapith, the university was renamed Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith in 1995. 
It was inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi. Inspired by Gandhi's call for self-reliance and swaraj 
(self-rule), the Kashi Vidyapith was the first modern university organised by Indians in British 
India.  

The university, along with contemporaries such as the Jamia Millia Islamia and the 
Gujarat Vidyapith, were outside the control and support of British authorities, supported and 
managed entirely by Indian nationalists and educationalists. Attracting young Indians from 
across the country, its faculty included prominent nationalists and scholars such as Acharya 
Narendra Dev, Jivatram Kripalani, Shriprakash and Sampurnanand. 

 Many prominent Indian industrialists and politicians provided financial and 
administrative support to the university. Bhagwan Das was the first vice-chancellor. Others 
associated with the first board of management included Mahatma Gandhi, Lala Lajpat Rai, 
Jamuna Lal Bajaj, Jawahar Lal Nehru, Babu Shiv Prasad Gupta, Acharya Narendra Dev, Krishna 
Kant Malviya, and Purushottam Das Tandon. The founding ceremony of the Vidyapith 
reverberated with the recital of Vedic mantras as well as excerpts from the Quran in the presence 
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of educationists, learned persons and nationalists such as Pandit Motilal Nehru, Maulana 
Mohammed Ali and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. Bhagwan Das was the first vice-chancellor. 
Others associated with the first board of management included Mahatma Gandhi, Lala Lajpat 
Rai, Jamuna Lal Bajaj, Jawahar Lal Nehru, Babu Shiv Prasad Gupta, Acharya Narendra Dev, 
Krishna Kant Malviya, and Purushottam Das Tandon. The founding ceremony of the Vidyapith 
reverberated with the recital of Vedic mantras as well as excerpts from the Quran in the presence 
of educationists, learned persons and nationalists such as Pandit Motilal Nehru, Maulana 
Mohammed Ali and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. 

 At present, M.G. Kashi Vidyapith is flourishing under the able leadership of Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Anand Kumar Tyagi. 

 

 
About the Department:  
 
Kashi Vidyapith was established in 1921. The Department of English came into existence in the 
same year. 

• The Department has gained a significant reputation as an institution that strongly 
supported the Indian Freedom movement. Its main aim is to provide English education to 
students and to produce sincere, intelligent, and responsible citizens. 

• The Department was pioneered by renowned BHU teachers like Prof. Ram Awadh 
Dwivedi, Prof. C.N. Menon, Prof. B.L. Sahni, Prof. G.D. Shastri, and Prof. K.P. 
Mukherjee. 

• The Department has been providing Postgraduate Education in English since 1964, 
catering to the academic needs of numerous students from semi-urban and rural parts of 
Eastern U.P. 

• Shri Ramji Nagar became the first Head of the Department in 1964 with the 
commencement of Post Graduate course 

• Subsequently the Department was led by prominent academicians such as Prof. 
Vikramaditya Rai, Prof. C.B. Kapoor, Prof. Rameshwar Prasad Singh, Prof. Suman 
Kumar, Prof. Aziz Haider, Prof. Prabhat Kumar Singh, Prof. Randhir Prasad Singh, and 
Prof. Nalini Shyam Kamil. 

• The Department of English changed its appellation and added ‘Foreign languages’ 
(Russian) in 1973. Now the Department was established as’ The Department of English & 
Other Foreign Languages. 

• Prof. Ram Kumar Tripathi and Prof. Rameshwar Prasad Singh, both from the 
Department held the positions of Vice Chancellor and acting Vice Chancellor. 

• Presently, Dr. Nisha Singh is serving as the Head of the Department, making history as the 
first female to hold this position in the Department. 

• Dr. Singh in her regime, introduced many foreign languages certificate and Diploma 
courses, to name a few French, German, Spanish, and Spoken English. 
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Association for English Studies of India 
 

The origins of the Association for English Studies of India (AESI) can be traced to the 
early 1930s, when Indian scholars of English literature began to articulate the need for a 
national forum where academics could assemble, exchange ideas, and deliberate on the 
evolving concerns of English studies in India. This vision culminated in the formation of the 
first formal association at Allahabad University in 1937, marking a pivotal moment in the 
institutionalization of English literary scholarship in the country. Over the decades, the 
association expanded its scope and stature, evolving into The Indian Association for 
English Studies (IAES). In 2007, it was formally registered under its present name, the 
Association for English Studies of India (AESI), to reflect its renewed commitment to 
academic excellence and its role as the principal organization representing English studies 
across the nation. 

Guided by its founding aims and objectives, the AESI has remained steadfast in 
planning and executing diverse academic initiatives. Foremost among these is its flagship 
endeavour—the Annual All India English Teachers’ Conference, hosted each year at a 
university in India. This prestigious event serves as a crucible for intellectual exchange, 
bringing together scholars, teachers, and researchers from across the country and beyond. 
To date, sixty-six conferences have been successfully organised in different regions of 
India, each contributing significantly to the dialogue on literature, pedagogy, and 
research. 

Beyond conferences, the AESI supports a spectrum of scholarly activities, 
including the publication of The Indian Journal of English Studies, the facilitation of 
academic memberships, and the promotion of interdisciplinary collaborations. The 
Association’s official website, www.aesi-india.org, serves as a vital resource for 
information on membership categories, forthcoming conferences, publications, and 
academic opportunities, embodying AESI’s enduring mission to foster the study and 
teaching of English in India while responding to the dynamic cultural and intellectual 
contexts of the discipline. 

 
 Concept Note of the Seminar  

Nature, Literature and History: Representations in Literatures 
Written in English and the Vernacular 

The 68th All India English Teachers’ Conference takes as its focal theme Nature, 
Literature and History: Representations in Literatures Written in English and the Vernacular, 
inviting reflection on how literary texts across linguistic and cultural boundaries engage 
with the entangled relationship between the natural world and historical 
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consciousness. This interdisciplinary exploration draws upon ecocriticism, geocriticism, and 
the environmental humanities to interrogate the ways in which nature functions not merely 
as a descriptive backdrop in literature but as an active agent, an archive, and at times, a 
witness to human history and cultural transformation. 

Across literary traditions—both English and vernacular—nature has been 
variously mythologised, anthropomorphised, commodified, and contested. From the 
pastoral ideal of classical poetry to the industrial landscapes of the nineteenth century, and 
from the environmental anxieties of the Anthropocene to indigenous oral traditions, 
literature reflects shifting perceptions of the human relationship to the nonhuman world. 
Vernacular literatures often preserve local ecological knowledge and subaltern voices, 
offering counter-narratives to dominant colonial and nationalist historiographies that have 
tended to overwrite or erase indigenous and regional experiences of land, water, and 
environment. 

This conference seeks to foreground questions that span the historical and the 
contemporary: How do landscapes, flora, fauna, and natural phenomena shape and are 
shaped by the histories of migration, colonisation, displacement, and climate trauma? 
What theoretical frames—from eco-feminism and posthumanism to deep ecology and 
critical regionalism—might we employ to understand literature’s engagement with nature 
as a site of memory, resistance, and renewal? 

By drawing on geocritical approaches, the conference invites participants to consider 
how space and place in literature are not static settings but dynamic “spatial imaginaries” that 
mediate identity, belonging, and historical experience. It also seeks to examine how oral 
traditions, folk narratives, and vernacular song cycles transmit enduring ecological wisdom, 
and how these vernacular voices intersect with, resist, or enrich English literary discourse. 

The seminar aims to generate a sustained dialogue across languages and 
disciplines, highlighting the synergies between natural environments, literary expression, 
and historical consciousness. In doing so, it hopes to foster new critical frameworks for 
understanding how literature, in English and the vernacular, continues to shape—and be 
shaped by—the intertwined narratives of nature, culture, and history. 
 
Suggested Sub-Themes: 
 
As the theme of the Conference is very much indicative and inclusive in nature and scope as 
to the English Studies, which has become an umbrella term that embraces all aspects of 
English language, literature and Linguistics, we invite research papers from every aspect of 
them and of any strain and terrain but some of the focused areas as sub-themes are being 
mentioned below: 
The conference organizers invite papers on topics including, but not limited to: 

● Nature as Text and Archive – representations of nature as witness to historical, 
cultural, and ecological transformations. 

● Vernacular and Indigenous Ecologies –  local and  folk traditions  as 
repositories of ecological wisdom and counter-narratives. 

● Land, Memory, and Displacement – how landscapes intersect with histories of 
migration, colonisation, and dispossession. 

● Eco-Feminist and Gendered Environmental Perspectives – voices of women and 
marginalised communities in narratives of land and ecology. 

● Posthumanism and Environmental Imagination – decentring the human in 
literary engagements with the natural world. 

● Geocriticism and Spatial Imaginaries – exploring how literature maps space, place, 
and identity	
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Following	 the	 conference,	 selected papers will	 be	 peer-reviewed	 and	
published	 in	 an	 edited volume with an ISBN,	 providing	 a	 valuable	
academic	contribution	to	the	field.	

● Oral Traditions and Environmental Storytelling – folk songs, myths, and 
vernacular stories as ecological narratives. 

● Environmental Histories and the Anthropocene – literary responses to climate 
change, extinction, and planetary crisis. 

● Colonial and Postcolonial Landscapes – representations of environment in the 
context of empire, resistance, and reclamation. 

● Ecology and Aesthetics – the role of beauty, the sublime, and sensory 
experience in shaping environmental consciousness. 

 
Guidelines for Submitting Conference Papers:   
 
Research scholars and faculty members interested in participating in the 68th All India 
English Teachers’ Conference (AIETC) under the aegis of the Association for English 
Studies of India (AESI) are requested to prepare and submit their papers in accordance with 
the following guidelines: 

1. Format of Submission: Research papers will be accepted only in MS Word format 
(.doc/.docx). PDF or scanned copies will not be considered. 

2. Style and Formatting: The paper must be typed in Times New Roman, with font 
size 12 for the main text and font size 14 for the title. Double spacing must be 
maintained throughout. 

3. Word Limit: Each paper should be between 2,500–3,000 words, including an 
abstract of around 200 words. 

4. Abstract and Keywords: Every submission must begin with an abstract, followed 
by 3–5 keywords that reflect the central themes of the paper. 

5. Citation Style: The latest MLA Handbook (9th Edition) must be strictly 
followed for in-text citations, footnotes (if any), and the Works Cited section. 

6. Authorship Details: The name(s) of the author(s) should be placed on the right 
margin of the page, below the main title. A short biographical note, including 
institutional affiliation, email address, and contact number, should be provided at the 
end of the paper. 

7. Registration Requirement: Research papers will be considered only after 
registration fees have been paid. 

8. Submission Timeline: Authors are encouraged to submit their papers as early as 
possible to facilitate review and inclusion in the conference schedule. 

9. Mode of Submission: Abstracts and complete papers must be emailed to: 
[ 68aietc@gmail.com ] 

10. Hard Copy Requirement: A printed copy of the research paper must be submitted 
at the time of presentation at the conference venue. 

11. Sub-Theme Indication: Authors must clearly mention the sub-theme of the 
conference under which their paper is being submitted. 
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AESI Membership 

Registration Fee for the Conference 

 
● Last Date for Submission of Abstract: November 30, 2025 
● Abstract Acceptance Confirmation by: December 01, 2025 
● Last Date for Submission of Fees: December 10, 2025 
● Submission of the Full Paper: December 15, 2025 
 
THERE WILL BE NO EXTENSION OF DATES FOR ABSTRACTS IN ANY SITUATION 
Only those members (LM/AM) who will be registered as member of AESI before 15thof 
December will be entitled to cast their votes in the general body election of AESI which 
will be held on 11th of January 2026. 

 

Participation in the All-India English Teachers’ Conference (AIETC) is restricted to members 
of the Association for English Studies of India (AESI). 
Those wishing to present papers or attend the conference must hold either Annual 
Membership or Life Membership of AESI: 

● Life Membership: ₹ 5000/- 
● Annual Membership: ₹ 500/- 

Payment Options: 
Membership fees can be paid by Cheque or Demand Draft (DD), made payable to 
“The Association for English Studies of India”, or through NEFT/RTGS transfer. 
Bank Details for NEFT/RTGS: 

● Name of the Account: The Association for English Studies of India 
● Branch: Saguna More, Patna 
● Account No.: 4649000100014757 
● IFSC: PUNB0757700 

After completing the payment, participants must send proof of the deposit along with their 
personal details (name, institutional affiliation, contact information) to the Treasurer: 
Dr. Bhavesh Chandra Pandey 
Treasurer, AESI & Head, Department of English, University of Munger Email: 
pand850@gmail.com 
Mobile: 8809650507 
For more information on AESI membership categories and benefits, visit the official website: 
www.aes-india.org 

 
(Apply for membership online: www.aes-india.org) 

 

● Delegate: ₹ 4,000/- (6,000/- With Accomodation )  
● Research Scholar: ₹ 2,500/- (4,000/- With Accomodation) 
● Local Student: ₹ 2,000/- 
Note: Accompanied Person’s Charges extra 
 

Important Note: Those who hold Annual Membership (AM) or Life Membership (LM) of AESI 
will be eligible to register for and participate in the conference 

Important Dates 

Important Note: The	 AESI Membership Fee is	 different from	 the	 Delegate 
Registration Fee.	Membership	 fees	are	 collected	by	AESI,	while	 registration	 fees	are	
collected	 by	 the	 Local Secretary of	 the	 Conference.	 To	 participate	 in	 AIETC,	 it	 is	
mandatory to	hold	either	Annual Membership (AM) or	Life Membership (LM) of	
AESI.	
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Conference Registration Link : 

Climate 

   

https://forms.gle/KgB3MAubwYtx25r76  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith (MGKVP) in Varanasi is well-connected and easily 
accessible via various modes of transport. Its central location near major transport hubs makes 
it easy for students and visitors to reach the main campus. 
 

By Rail 
• Nearest station: The Varanasi Junction (also known as Varanasi Cantt) railway 

station is the closest, located just 1 km away from the campus. 
• Travel time: It takes only about 5–10 minutes to reach the campus from the station by 

local transport like auto-rickshaws or cycle-rickshaws.  
By Road 

• Bus service: The university is located 2 km from the main road ways bus stand in 
Varanasi. From there, you can easily find an auto-rickshaw or taxi to the campus. 

• Local transport: The campus is near the Maldahiya crossing on Station Road, a major 
road in Varanasi. Auto-rickshaws and cycle-rickshaws are readily available throughout 
the city to take you to the university.  

By Air 
• Nearest airport: Lal Bahadur Shastri International Airport (VNS) serves the city of 

Varanasi. 
• Travel time: The airport is approximately 23 km away from the university campus. 

Taxis and ride-sharing services are available for the journey 
 

 
Varanasi's climate in January 2026 will be cool and pleasant, with average daytime high 
temperatures around 25°C and nighttime lows dropping to about 11°C Expect minimal 
rainfall, sunny days with around 9 hours of daylight, and potential for dense morning fog. 
 

 
 
Snuggled amid the cultural landscape of Varanasi (U.P), the conference offers participants 
the opportunity to explore: 
Spiritual and Religious Sites  

• Kashi Vishwanath Temple: A renowned and important temple dedicated to Lord Shiva.  
• Ghats: Explore the many ghats along the Ganges River, including Dashashwamedh Ghat and 

Assi Ghat. A boat tour provides a unique perspective of these sites.  
• Ganga Aarti: Witness the nightly Ganga Aarti ceremony at Dashashwamedh Ghat.  

Connectivity 

Tourist Attractions 



	
	

	10	

Office Bearers of the AESI 

• New Vishwanath Temple: Located on the campus of Banaras Hindu University, this 
temple is one of India's tallest.  

• Durga Mandir: A popular temple dedicated to the goddess Durga 
 

Historical and Cultural Sites  
• Sarnath: A place of immense importance for Buddhists, where Buddha gave his first sermon 

after enlightenment.  
• Banaras Hindu University (BHU): One of the largest residential universities in Asia, with a 

vast and serene campus.  
• Ramnagar Fort: A historic 18th-century fort located across the Ganges.  

 
Other Activities  

• Boat tour on the Ganges: A must-do activity that offers a comprehensive view of the city's 
ghats.  

• Exploring markets: Wander through the vibrant local markets to experience the city's 
culture and buy local crafts. r 

These sites, along with cultural gatherings and the quiet charm of Varanasi, make December an 
ideal time for both academic dialogue and immersive local exploration. 

 
 
 

Accommodation will be provided only to those delegates who will register by 30th November, 2025 
with a request for the same. Those who wish to make their own arrangements for accommodation 
are free to do so preferably within the proximity of Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith Varanasi. 
Delegates planning to bring their spouse will be provided accommodation as per availability of 
space, however, such delegates are required to intimate the organizers a month in advance to avoid 
any inconvenience. Those who wish to stay beyond the scheduled dates of the conference, would be 
required to make the necessary arrangements on their own cost. 

 
 

● Participants are advised to book early, especially since January is a peak tourist month 
in Varanasi. 

Chairman:  Dr. Shiv Kumar Yadav 

  Vice-Chairman:  Prof. Kumar Chandradeep  

Dr. M. S. Wankhede  
General Secretary:   Prof. Vikas Sharma  
Joint Secretaries:  Prof. Pramod Kumar Singh  

Prof. Jai Shankar Jha  
Cultural Secretary:  Prof. Punita Jha 

Treasurer:  Dr. Bhavesh Chandra Pandey 

Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Mukesh Ranjan Verma 

 

 

Notes on Accommodation: 

Accommodation (with indicative room rates per night) 
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Executive Members: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
              
 
 
 
 
                 
 

Ex. Officio Member  
Prof. Nisha Singh 

      Local Secretary,  
   68th AIETC 

Contact numbers in case of queries:   
Dr. Neeraj Dhankar 9935054083 Dr. Anamika Singh 9956240048 
Dr. Reena Chatterjee 7985769435 Ms. Aradhana Bhriguvanshi 8318112774 
Dr. Arti Vishwakarma 9454539832 Ms. Aviharsha Singh 7388305709 
Dr. Kiran Singh 9452557910 Ms. Pragya Agrawal 7905713193 
Dr. Saumya Chakraborty 6205526940 Mr. Shubham Tiwari 9628007964 
Dr. Dhirendra Pandey 8840966024 Mr. Shubham Singh 9695505083 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Zone 
1. Dr. Sanket Kumar Jha 
2. Dr. Samir Kumar Sharma 
3. Dr. Prasun Banerjee 
4. Dr. Satyendra Kumar 

West Zone 
1. Prof. Rajesh Kumar Lidiya 
2. Prof. Sanjay V. Shirbhate 
3. Dr. Satish Barbuddhe 
4. Dr. Sudesh B. Bhowate 

North Zone 
1.        1.  Dr. Poonam Dwivedi 
2.        2.  Prof. Ram Pravesh Singh 
3.        3.  Dr. S. Z. H. Naqvi 
4.        4.  Dr. Vinod Kumar Singh 

South Zone 
1. Dr. Alapati Purnachandra Rao 
2. Dr. K. Vijay Bhaskar 
3. Dr. N. Nageshwara Rao 
4. Prof. Dr. Khaja Moinuddin 

Central Zone 
1. Dr. Meenakshi Choubey 
2. Prof. Prashant Mishra 
3. Prof. A. A. Khan 
4. Dr. Rupesh Chaturvedi 

 


